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CONTEMPORARY PRINT COLLECTION GROWS UNDER EVAN TURNER’S LEADERSHIP 


During the ten years of Evan H. Turner’s directorship, The Cleveland Museum of Art 
has dramatically enlarged and enriched its collection of contemporary prints, thanks in large 
measure to his knowledgeable enthusiasm for contemporary art and support of the curator, Jane 
Glaubinger, who chooses the prints that enter the collection. Contemporary Prints: Ten Years 
of Acquisitions will open in the prints and drawings galleries on April 27 and remain on view 
until June 27, 1993— three days before Dr. Turner’s retirement as director. 

The exhibition features a selection of about sixty of the most notable contemporary 
prints to join the collection in the last decade. These works illustrate the tremendous variety in 
media, style, and subject in printmaking in recent years: technical innovations, large presses and 
paper, imagery borrowed from popular culture and techniques from the mass media. Jim 
Dine’s Yellow Robe (1980), a color lithograph printed on three stones, presents an image that 
appears repeatedly in his work and is the artist’s symbol for himself-a comfortable, homely 
bathrobe that both conceals and ornaments the man within. The exuberant Down Dog by 
Elizabeth Murray (1988), also a color lithograph, is made on twelve pieces of paper, a 
composition of great intricacy belied by its vigor and apparent simplicity. Georgia/Fingerprint II 
is a 1985 etching by Chuck Close, whose fingerprints (literally) constitute the portrait image. 
Philip Guston’s Sky, a lithograph he made in the last year of his life (1980), captures the graphic 
energy and wit of comic strip cartoons. Richard Bosman turned to the woodcut in a search for 
tactile surfaces; the ragged gouges and splintered edges of his Man Overboard (1981) convey a 
physical immediacy parallel to the emotional agitation of the subject. 

Among the thirty or so artists represented, in addition to those named above, are Louise 
Bourgeois, David Hockney, Jasper Johns, Sol LeWitt, Joel Shapiro, and Frank Stella. Many 
works in the exhibition, and in the collection, are gifts of generous friends of the prints and 
drawings department, who found the Museum’s interest contagious. 

##### 


r K r. i 2 I f. ) 12 1-73 10 
K V \ i 2 1 f> i 12 1-04 11 


Seventy-fifth 

Anniversary 


